Analysis of differential therapeutic strategies for primary breast lymphoma: two case reports.
Primary breast lymphoma (PBL) is a rare form of extranodal non-Hodgkin's lymphoma (NHL), whose own specific biological characteristics still need to be fully defined. No significant prognostic factor has been found and the optimal therapeutic strategy is uncertain. However, an intensified systemic therapy has been advocated to prevent relapse, even in patients who show a complete response to local treatment. We report two cases of primary diffuse large B-cell breast lymphoma, review the literature about this topic, and discuss treatment options. We conclude that differential therapeutic strategies based on the risk of relapse associated with the International Prognostic Index (IPI) are a reasonable way to approach PBL, and can avoid undue toxicity deriving from treatment.